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CELEBRATING THE 
LIVES OF 
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Remembering the diversity 
of diaconal ministries 
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God of Compassion, 

We gather in recognition of lives that 
touched our own. 

Our hearts remember the days that were 
shared. 

Our hearts remember the love that was 
given. 

Amen 
 

(Keri K. Wehlander “Circles of Grace” adapted) 
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Standing Before Us 
 

 
By Carole Etzler 
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These are the women who 
throughout the decades, 

have led us and helped us to know, 
where we have come from and 

where we are going,  
some women who’ve helped us to 

grow. 
… 
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Standing before us,  
making us strong,  

lending their wisdom  
to help us along, 

sharing a vision, sharing a dream, 
touching our thoughts,  

touching our lives like a deep 
flowing stream. 
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UCTS at 214  
St. George Street 

7 



Thelma Dixon-
Murphy 

November 12, 1918 

–   

January 26, 2015 

8 

UCTS 1947 



9 



Lillias Brown 

May 27, 1924 

–  

August 30, 2015  

10 

UCTS 1951 



11 

Language training in 
Landour in north 

WMS Publication 



12 



Frances 
(Taylor) CLine 

July 18, 1922 

–   

November 17, 2014 

13 

UCTS 195o 



These are some women who 
nurtured our spirits,  

the ones on whom we could depend.  
These are some women who gave us 

their courage,  
 our sisters, our mothers, our friends. 

… 
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Standing before us,  
making us strong,  

lending their wisdom  
to help us along, 

sharing a vision, sharing a dream, 
touching our thoughts,  

touching our lives like a deep 
flowing stream. 
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16 



Etta Snow 

January 21, 1927 

–   

March 29, 2016 

17 

UCTS 1952 



18 

At UCTS 1950 

1953 language 
training in Portugal 

Angolan 
Missionaries 
mid 1950s 

Etta 



19 

Dondi Mission before civil 
war 

Etta visited after war, here in 2009 

Women’s Association of Sumbe 
welcoming song 



Kay Pearson 

December 29, 1927 

-  

December 29, 2015 
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1982 at CCS 
event 

Etta         Kay 

At the front 
Desk 1980s 

1999 



Willa Kernen 

August 7, 1926 

-  

December 7, 2015 
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UCTS 1953 



22 

Student protests in Seoul  

UC Observer, 1975 



23 

Katharine 
Hockin 

Jean 
Hutchinson 

Harriet 
Christie 

Laying Cornerstone 77 Charles St. 



Enid Horning 

November 19, 1927 

–   

September 22, 2015 
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UCTS 1954 

2000 
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Some of the Missionaries in Japan in late 1950s: Enid Horning; Marjorie H. 
Yeadon; Margaret Trueman, RN; Gertrude Hamilton; Ruth Saunders, RN; 
Leona M. Douglas; Violet F. Langland Mair 

Enid 



Margaret 
Avison 

January 20, 1931 

–  

March 25, 2016   
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Covenant 
College 1962 



27 

Missionaries: Merrill Brown, Katherine 
Greenbank, Marg Avison, Laura Derby with 
Haruko Nakagawa and Mr. and Mrs. Ogasawara 

Helen (Moase) MacLean, Marj Yeadon, 
Marg Avison on ship to Japan, 1953 



These are some women who 
joined in the struggle,  

angry and gentle and wise.  
These are some women who called 

us to action,  
who called us to open our eyes. 

… 
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Standing before us,  
making us strong,  

lending their wisdom  
to help us along, 

sharing a vision, sharing a dream, 
touching our thoughts,  

touching our lives like a deep 
flowing stream. 
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Ruth McPhee 

September 22, 1920 

-  

May 25, 2016 

30 

UCTS 1954 
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Marjorie 
Hannah 

May 2, 1923 

–   

July 18, 2015 

32 



33 

UCTS 77 Charles St. West opened 1955 
Covenant College 1962; CCS 1969 
 



Daisy Rickard 

January 21, 1925 

-  

September 25, 2015 

34 

UCTS 1959 
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Betty Ann 
Caldwell 

April 9, 1931 

 -  

July 22, 2015 
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UCTS 1960 
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Betty Ann tours deaconess Verna 
McKay through homework room at 
Portage School, 1964 

Verna     Betty Ann 



Noby (Sasaki) 
Matsugu 

July 25, 1928 

–  

January 12, 2017   

38 

Covenant 
College 1962 



39 
Nuboko  

Sasaki family in 1937 before forced to interior in 1942  



40 

Fisher River First Nation 
Church and Manse 

Camp Koyu in southern Ontario: 
Toronto Nisei Congregation 

David Kai, Noby’s nephew 



These are some women, the 
teachers, the mentors,  

 who tested the path out ahead.  
These are some women who lived 

out the gospel,  
agents of faith in the world. 

… 
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Standing before us,  
making us strong,  

lending their wisdom  
to help us along, 

sharing a vision, sharing a dream, 
touching our thoughts,  

touching our lives like a deep 
flowing stream. 
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Nancy Fraser 

November 4, 1939 

 -  

June 2, 2016 

   

43 

Covenant 
College 1965 



44 

Lori Crocker, Kay Dean, Nancy Fraser: Maritime 
Conference diaconal network members, 2007 



Heather 
(Norman) 
Gleeson 

June 12, 1938 

 -  

October 16, 2015 

   

45 

1967 international 
students at 
Covenant College 

Covenant 
College 1967 

Marion Pardy 



Peggy (Alston) 
(Campbell) 

Geddes 

August 2, 1929 

 -  

May 3, 2016 
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At CCS 1979 



47 

Kingston 1976 



48 

Jane – Finch Community 
Ministry 



49 

Woodsworth House 
1998 



Laurie Ann 
Storring 

April 28, 1956 

–  

March 28, 2015   

50 

CCS 2000 

Class in 1998, Laurie Ann far right  



Rolly MacLean 

June 26, 1947 

-  

March 19, 2016 

51 

CCS 2003 



52 

Bea Arnill 

Catherine Gutjahr and Rolly in 
Newfoundland 



JungHee Park 

November 29, 1964 

–   

January 31, 2016 

53 

CCS 2005 



54 

Marion Pope 

CCS 2002 

Katharine 
Hockin 



These are a few of the  

women who led us.  
We know there have  

been many more.  
We name but a few,  

yet we honor them all,  
those women who went on before. 

… 
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Standing before us,  
making us strong,  

lending their wisdom  
to help us along, 

sharing a vision, sharing a dream, 
touching our thoughts,  

touching our lives like a deep 
flowing stream. 
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Invitation to Prayer 
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God of Our Hope, 
We hold these stories 

With gentle hands:  
Feeling their joy,  

Learning their loss,  
Knowing that together 

Their stories are the stories  
which create the meaning of our 

community. 
  

 … 58 



 
We share these stories 

With full hearts: 
Trusting this keeping of memory 
Brings the goodness of God alive. 

Amen. 
 
 

(based on Keri K. Wehlander ) 
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Prepared by Lori Stewart and 
Caryn Douglas. Many thanks to 
the families and friends of those 
remembered today for their 
assistance. 

 

Longer biographies are available 
at ducc.ca/Memorials 
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