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‘We pray that this gathering will bring success, hope and strength to all who are present

diaconal studens i anceber anticipated. Adeline
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Wasalasing, Ontario. Adelin is from the commainity of Hobberma, Alberta and is Cree woman. She
s pent mstof b ity i hor conmniy, workin o & commanty aenil it norker i the
area of Suicide Prevention

Delores Bouchic is 2 Qjibway worman, who has becn in the program for tiree years and lives i the
northem Manitoba isolaicd community of Bercas River on the east side of Lake Winnipeg. Delores
shases full-tme ministry with her husband Roy. Delores spends much of her ministry work with youth
and children in her community.

The men five year theologieal from Alberta, northern
i Ontaro and are Iy fferest tribal and language groups.
We cclcbrate the fact that Dr. Jessic Saulteaux Centre honors both Christian and Aboriginal Traditional

spiritualities. There are only & few places in the world where it is s1f¢ to practice such phuralism. Folks
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y of our tudents and th
wisdom that ‘We are gifted 1o have numerous
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Tt has boeaa usas o be rocognized as
vahuable phice alongsidc in deli education. There s often a
misunderstanding amongst the wider church that our graduating students must work in
mnistrics. Upnﬂsl‘lduwbﬁ wrmﬁdmmﬁkhn‘ﬁmmmm)wmmﬁwummdmuhd
Canada and pot just in nisa thess issucs

the past two years ducation o the widrchurch
without a person being hircd sular picce of work, has becn terms of time
and stafF enegy.

Ttis & concern for us as it is for many across the Diaconal actwork when we see outreach ministries
having their funding cut and that ministry eventually being delcted.

1t has taken 3 long time 10 build up the trunk of the troc. As we see now branchics appearing, we hope and
pray that blossoms wulmmﬂmmkwmwﬁmhnmhwfurmvmmm
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RE: THE LIFE AND WORK OF FRANCIS SANDY THEOLOGICAL CENTRE

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Francis Sandy Theological Centre, T am pleased 10
share with you highlights of the life and work of our Centre in recent months.

1 write to you from ous location on the beatiful grounds of Five Oaks Education
Centre nea Pacis, Ontario. My window on this expanse of the Grand River reveals not
anly the frazen river helow, but akso the stark branches of mumerous trees, nat frosen, but
giving pathways of kfe to the movement of bird and wildlife along them.

“The Francis Sandy Centre also gives a pathway of life to those who choose 1o minister
0 the aboriginal communities in ouc midst. Our students come 1o us from vasied corners
of our network in southwestern Ontario and Quebec: Cape Croker, Christian Tshand,
Moraviantown, New Crodit/Delaware, Ohsweken, Rama and Toronto. We number seven in
our Learning Circle now with three new students and one enquirer. We look forward to
graduating one of our students this summer while welcoming another in September.

Vision Keepers, Rew. Maggie McLeod and Rev. Lee Claus proside rich staff resource.
Both have just returned from Beausejour, Manitoba where they attended a Vision Keepers
Exent spansored by Dr. Jessie Saulteas Resource Centre. They are eager ta share theic
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We are missing the cxperienced and knowledgeable presence of our Office Manger, Annc
Miller, who remains seriously ill. Fortunately the work of the centre has been ably carried
on in her absence.

Our Learning Circles have encompussed a cross-section of themes including pastoral,
wworship, theology, social ministry and in the coming months, Biblical, history and church
governance, with leadership provided by local ministers, college professors, General Counil
Staff and our own staff. We are in the midst of plns for a cross-cultural learning
experience in 2006 when students of Queen's Theological College wil join the students of
Francis Sandy. A joint diploma is being explored with the Centre for Christian Studies and
course supplementation with Dr. Jessie Saulteaux Resource Centre. Our diaconal student is
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in a First Nation C i aining an increasingly shoriginal perspective
nghcmnnmhnmma«m@m'c

Our students have successfully ministered in 4 variety of contests, congregationl,
ucban, community and Conference positions. Sometimes they preach, sometimes they heal
and sometimes they make waves, but they are ahways in the scrvice of their Creator and
come from the perspective of first peoples.

Activities of the Centre also inchude collsborative ventures with Five Oaks Education
Centre such a3 Aboriginal Women's Wellness Weekend planned for July and Mission Sudy
focussed on Right Relations, cven 2 Gardener's program to benchit our natural landscape.
We benefit also from the exceptional opportunities for continuing education afforded by
such prosimity to Five Oaks.

Francis Sandy Theological Centre works hand in hand with sister orgnizations Great
Lakes Watcrwaps Presbytery and All Native Circle Conference, especially the Councils on

ing, which provide oversight on education and students. Through these bodics we
also contbute to the National Aboriginal Comsultation and National Curricubim
Consultation as well as local tasks of needs assessment. ANCC Grand Council meets in
Wasauksing in July and will provide an example of aboriginal church governance for our
students.

Deans and Principals of Theological Schools are responding in positive ways to changes
in Education for Church Leadership . Francis Sandy joins Toronto School of
“Theology in representing the theological schools to ECL.

©ur Board of Directors provides a solid base of support and direction to the Centre.
Board membership consists of eight eklers and nine other members drmwn from the
geographic arca served by the Centre. Three out of five central conference representatives
dee oa the Bosod ot sy gren dne, Py ¢ permment repersenac, Sl Jeon,
ANCC Leading Elder. Current central confecence representatives are: Margarct Smith
(LON); Linda Pacsons (TOR); Re. Jean Wikson (BOQ). Jean finishes her term this spring
while Montreal and Ottawa Conference appoint a epresentative.

Francis Sandy Theological Centre is supported through grants from the United Church
of Canada as well as individual and group donations. We welcome those who would walk
with us in our journcy through their gifts of time and money. We continue to be available
ta UCW gatherings, congregations, Presbyterics and Conferences through Conference
fepresentatives 1o our Board of Directors, our students and our office. We welcome
invitations to fell you more about what we do here in our ministry with aboriginal
commamities as we attempt fo live out the love of Christ in our smdent circles and in our
communities.

Your Sister in Spiri,

Breada Larnde Singpnon
Director, FSTC
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Developing a Strong Network
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Issues of Concem

“The Mmost pressing fssue for CCS i that offinancial securly and statilly. A phased in reduction in care

‘grant funding from Education for Chirch Leadership has reant & loss of $100,000 annually. In 2003 we

incurred 2$50,000 defic. In 2004, ECL provided CCS wih $64,000 in discrationary furding because
for

' clscretionary money is not secure o predictable and
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welcomed! 1t woul be UMl to discuss support for CCS with the DUCC community. The futura of
claconal ministry in the UCC is dependent on strong, healthy institutions for the training and
‘advancement of disconal ministry,
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