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ARCHIVES are so very important and now is the time to set a file aside on your computer or in a file cabinet to put all things diaconal into. You could set that file up with several categories: articles written, photographs (write the names and date on the photograph), magazine or news stories written about your work, interesting things you do in the congregation and community, challenges you faceed, support groups you developed for yourself and others; other education and training done, reflections you have done, all things related to your ministry as a diaconal minister. WHY would I do this? So future generations can learn from our experiences and be challenged and supported by the ministries we are doing and have done.

Archived Diaconal Stories: Stories from women at this point, but we are working on stories from men as well, can be found in the Pacific Mountain Region Archives. We are looking for more people to do some interviews. We are recommending that these interviews be done via zoom as at this point it provides the best way for transcription. Every interview is transcribed. Stories will be held in the Winnipeg archives. Winnipeg will have a link to all the regional archives and regional archives will also have a link to the Winnipeg Archives.

Diaconal Stories are Amazing. Some of you will recall what it was like to record the stories you did at CCS. Our archives is building up with stories. I encourage you to check out our ancestor stories.

These stories are part of our history and for me and I hope for you it is fascinating to discover what our ancestors faced as they journeyed through their ministry. 

WE NEED YOUR STORIES, that come to us in your record keeping using the suggested filing system. Stories fill out our broad ministries from working as educational ministers, doing community and pastoral care ministry in congregations and community. Share your story so we can see how diaconal ministry has evolved over the years. Share your challenges and celebrations. We need stories of your protest activities, standing in solidarity, support and education, working on the margins. What ministries have you been involved in? Did you always work in a congregation or did you work in community organizations. Did you have UCC staff positions, were you the Moderator? Are you exploring bi-vocational ministry? Many of you have worked in Team Ministry, Shared Ministry, Interim Ministry, we want those stories. Some of you have written curriculums and others poetry. Where and how have you represented the United Church? And did you ever challenge the United Church position on international or local matters and local congregational decisions. Those stories are important to our history. Our diaconal footprint has touched many areas of ministry and we have made a difference even when we think we didn’t. Little seeds planted. We need to hear about your Diaconal footprint.

Archives is about our stories in our great tapestry of varied ministries and how our ministries intersect with the communities we find ourselves in. 

What did Archives do since we last met.
1. We have found a few more interviewers and many more people to be interviewed. We need more.
2. We are developing a file to maintain all the Diaconal deaths and their biographies. 
3. We are encouraging you to remember to include in your will that all your DUCC files come to the DUCC Archives. We will be sending out reminders.
4. Tracking down files and correspondence that are missing from the DUCC Archived files. Many of you who have been around for a while and may have served on The Committee of Diaconal Ministry and The Task Force on Diaconal Ministry and might have some minutes in those boxes stored. We are looking for those missing minutes/notes. Please be in touch with me. 
5. DUCC History writing will begin soon with Kathy Toivanen doing the research and writing. Soon you will see our HISTORY book.
6. We need a good detective. Perhaps Detective Murdock who was recently commissioned could assist. We are attempting to locate our missing framed DUCC Statement from 40 years ago. I will know you read this if you ask me about Detective Murdock.
7. We continue to explore how we will archive documents like the DUCC website.
8. DUCC REGIONAL REPS Please find people who should be interviewed. Some of our diaconal people are becoming fragile and we need to interview them soon not later. 
9. ASK Eric Tusz-King or Kathy Toivanen or me about the Research Guide. Cheryl Kirk has put in hours of work getting the Research Guide organized along with assistance from Erin Acland.
10. We have had conversations with CCS about sharing with the DUCC archives the stories that are collected in the Integrating year. We hope to have a conversation with Sandy Saulteaux Spiritual Centre as well.
11. If you are interested in assisting Archives with transcription of the oral histories, we would be very grateful. We do have a mechanism that can assist but we do need a human to review. If you are interested in being on the committee speak to one of the team.
12. DUCC ARCHIVE/DIGITAL PROJECT, if you are thinking about doing a project and think, and even if you don’t think you will need funds, please be in touch with the DUCC Archives Committee as soon as possible

Please be in touch if you have any questions. Please contact any of the team.

Thank you to Erin Acland for your invaluable assistance with Archives. Thank you to the team, Cheryl Kirk, Kathy Toivanen, Lori Stewart, Lynda Gow and Eric Tusz-King. A special thank you to Eric who was there from the beginning and assisted us as we evolved to where we are now. Thanks for your support and your guidance Eric. 

Linda M. Ervin
Archives Chair

Digital Archive Report follows

Biannual Report for Diakonia of the United Church of Canada
From: Digital Archives Sub-Committee
Purpose: to gather photos of Diaconal Ministers that will tell our story of diaconal ministry through the decades here in Canada and beyond. Our focus is for gatherings of Diaconal Ministers - National Gatherings, Regional Gatherings, congregational settings, those on the ‘picket-line’, local and overseas outreach programs, experiences of preparation for Diaconal Ministry.  
Meetings: 7 times since the last DUCC National Gathering on a zoom platform. 
Members: Ann Naylor, Dorothy Naylor, Barbara Lieurance, Dan Lever, Erin Acland, (the Prairie to Pine region Archivist of the United Church), Eric Tusz King, (DUCC Staff), and Lynda Gow. Membership numbers have increased this year. 
Here are some highlights: 
1: Photo ‘Clothesline’ and computer loop. Gathering photos for display for the 41st DUCC Gathering in Kelowna, BC, to be used as we did for the last National Gathering in 2024.  An invitation was featured in DUCC News asking for DM to search their albums, phones and computers for photos depicting Diaconal ministers and their ministry. 30 photos will be selected, enlarged and hung on a ‘clothesline’ and many others for a photo loop on computer to run beside it. 
2. The Ottawa Project: this filming project at First United Church in Ottawa was suggested and coordinated by Dorothy Naylor. It involved 5 retired Diaconal Ministers and one candidate all from First United in Ottawa. It was filmed and edited by Dan Lever. This 28-minute video was based on their individual and collective knowledge and experience of diakonia. Through this video we hope to preserve the kind of diaconal history created and is still being created by them. It will be posted on the DUCC website, and stored with the United Church archives. It will also be introduced and shown at the National Gathering in Kelowna in September 2026. An historical statement for this video was created for Archives in Winnipeg.  We envision this video making a significant contribution to the wider church both in understanding and valuing Diaconal Ministry.  
Thanks to Eric, DUCC Staff for his continued support and encouragement; to Erin Acland, our archivist who is always available and willing to answer questions; and to each of the members for their interest and commitment to the task of capturing the history of diaconal ministry through pictures. 
As Chairperson, I offer this Biennial Report on behalf of the DUUC Digital Archives Sub- Committee.  
Lynda Gow 
