Kaufman Fund Biannual Report
November 2024-August 2026
An Overview:
In the fall of 2024, we welcomed Joan Jarvis and Roland Legg to the Kaufman Committee. Ellen Bayton-Walker agreed to stay on for a few more months. She gave us a brief overview of the work of the Kaufman Fund activities and we developed a working model for the committee.
Purpose of Kaufman Fund:
Applications to the fund are available to Diaconal Minister graduates. Grants may be awarded for a variety of reasons…rest/respite; to support initiatives involving a focus on diaconal ministry, DOTAC, World Diakonia, sabbatical projects, etc. (Minutes November 2024) Please not that the Centre for Christian Studies has a Kaufman Fund for students.

We looked at guidelines for the fund:
There are three basic guidelines that have been established for the distribution of funds… 
   1.  Are Continuing Education Funds available to the applicant?
	2.  Is the applicant Retired?
	3.  Are there extenuating circumstances? (Minutes November 2024)

In making decisions we also look at: is a person fulltime, part time, ¾, ¼ time. The Kaufman Fund is held in trust by the United Church Foundation.  This committee uses the interest each year to support the applications received. The amount of interest that is available each year fluctuates depending on investment income. Currently the Kaufman Fund has less than 75,000.00. 

Activity:
In November 2024 we set up the Kaufman Fund Committee roles.
Linda - will Chair the committee and be liaison with the UCC Foundation.
Roland - will receive application forms, act as Treasurer and provide tech support to the committee
Joan - will serve as Secretary
Ellen - mentor

At the November 2024 meeting the Committee set up the deadline for Fund Applications for World DIAKONIA Conference in Moshi, Tanzania in July 2025. Information regarding the deadline was forwarded to DUCC News. We also hunched grant amounts but needed to wait for an updated report from the United Church Foundation on the amount that could be used as well as the number of applications to ensure we had enough funds for all who applied. The committee had to ensure funds for Moshi applications as well as retain enough funds for other applications for the remainder of the year. 

The Committee also revised the Kaufman brochure.

At the February 2025 meeting the committee made the decisions regarding grants for the World DIAKONIA conference and applicants were notified by Roland. Linda arranged UCC Foundation for the funds to be sent to the nine grant recipients. 
Ellen Bayton-Walker retired after the February meeting. She has been a great asset and we thank her for her many years on The Kaufman Committee.

In May 2025 we met to decide on grant applications. We also received an update on the Kaufman Fund held by the UCC Foundation.

In March 2026 it was decided to send a letter regarding the depletion of the Kaufman Fund and to ask for donations. There is demand for the Kaufman fund and the committee does want to be supportive to requests and at the same time we have to be mindful that there are financial limitations. It is hoped that the fund might grow. In March we set the deadline for applications for the DUCC Gathering and notified DUCC news.

In June 2026 we met to provide grants to those requesting support for the DUCC Gathering in September 2026. We were able to support five people.

In the last two years we were able to support 17 people. 	

The Kaufman Committee only meets when we receive an application. We anticipate applications for the DOTAC gathering in Panama July 2027. We will be setting a deadline for those applications at a meeting in the fall. 

We hope this is a helpful report. Please reach out to me at the Gathering if you have any questions. Roland and Joan are unable to attend.

If able please make a donation to the Kaufman fund at
Cheque Details
To: The United Church of Canada Foundation
Address: PO Box 9777, Stn A, Toronto, ON M5W 1R6
Memo: Please include your designation, e.g. “Kaufman Fund”

Email Money Transfer
Email: fdn@united-church.ca
Note: Please ensure you include designation instruction in the message. If this is your first time donating to The United Church of Canada Foundation, we will also require your address and email in order to issue a tax receipt. This can also be included in the message.
We do appreciate applications.
Linda M. Ervin
Kaufman Fund Chair
August 2026
